Brief comment text:

I am a licensed Amateur Radio operator, and I am opposing NextNav’s proposal for the following reasons:

Uses by the Amateur Radio Service in this band are secondary to LMS, NextNav is proposing substantial technical and use changes that would completely alter the foundation upon which the current rules and spectrum sharing arrangements rely and undercut shared use of the band by amateurs as well as a variety of other users. In addition, NextNav proposes deletion of a specific interference provision in the Commission’s rules that was adopted to encourage and protect continued sharing with amateurs and other secondary users. NextNav, in its petition, argues without evidence that the changes that it proposes to the 902-928 MHz band “will not impede amateur operations.”

Amateur Radio has co-existed with other users of this band successfully, and it has been an area for experimentation and growth.

Navtel is proposing changes could lead to significant interference with existing unlicensed, low-power devices that currently operate within these frequencies. This could impact:

Open-source projects like Meshtastic rely on an environment where access to unlicensed spectrum is available for experimentation and innovation. By granting exclusive or prioritized access to these frequencies, the FCC risks stifling the creativity and diversity of applications that have historically driven advancements in wireless technology.

Decentralized communication networks provide critical connectivity in emergencies; reallocating this spectrum could weaken these vital lifelines potentially affecting public safety.

The unlicensed spectrum serves as a democratizing resource, and restricting access could disproportionately impact small-scale operators and under served communities.
